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Superintendent’s Report
The Garfield Heights City Schools 
rounded out the 2016-2017 School Year 
on May 25, 2017 with a fun-filled week 
of excitement and educational activities. 
The week culminated in a wonderful 
commencement ceremony, which took 
place at the Cleveland Music Hall with the 
traditional ‘pomp and circumstance’ of a 
glorious evening. This edition of the Open 
Line newsletter is routinely reserved for 
sharing all of the accomplishments of 
the Class of 2017 and other milestones 
from the last quarter of the school year. 

Readers will note the various pieces of information that showcase 
our student achievements on the internal pages of this publication. 

At commencement, a number of individuals addressed the Class 
of 2017 with inspirational words. Graduates heard from our 
Valedictorian, Sierra Dalton, who accumulated a 4.347 final Grade 
Point Average and our Salutatorian, Justin Mills, who earned a 
final Grade Point Average of 4.340. Both of these individuals truly 
represent what it means to be a Bulldog, taking great advantage 
of the opportunities laid before them in this school district. You 
can read more about Sierra and Justin on Page 4. The audience 
also heard from Ms. Tammy Hager, building principal for the High 
School. Highlighting a number of individual accomplishments, 
Ms. Hager always inspires the crowd with a great dose of heartfelt 
words of encouragement. Finally, the words of Board President, 
Gary Wolske, spoke to the many opportunities that are available in 
the Garfield Heights City Schools and that the students who choose 
to take full advantage of them, will ultimately be successful. 

For a portion of this report, parts of my remarks to the community 
are presented here, since the district believes that opportunities are 
available to ALL STUDENTS, if they are willing and ready to pursue 
them. Please read below: 
“It’s through curiosity and looking at opportunities in new ways that 
we’ve all mapped our paths. You see, looking at opportunities is the 

key to mapping your path forward. Class of 2017, you have done 
so by earning your way to this stage, but, there is a whole new 
path before you now and I hope you will continue looking at 
opportunities in new ways to propel you forward.

So now as you depart, my challenge to you is to recognize that 
as others have left a legacy of greatness that you do the same 
thing… and that you continue to lead the march to take every 
opportunity you can. Because here at Garfield Heights, you can 
be a mentor to all the other students who may be watching you 
on this stage right now. I want you to remember what it means 
to be a Bulldog. In our school district, a Bulldog is more than a 
mascot, it’s a mindset. It’s more than a logo…it’s a lifestyle… 
it’s not just an animal… it’s an attitude. An attitude of Bulldog 
pride.”

Have a great summer, and as always, GO BULLDOGS!

Terry Olszewski
Superintendent

Superintendent Terry Olszewski pauses for a picture with 
members of the GHCS Class of 2017.
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Commencement 2017: 
Congratulations Departing High School Seniors!

 The Garfield Heights City Schools High School Class of 2017 graduated on Friday, May 26, 2017, in a wonderful ceremony at Music Hall in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Students’ emotions ran high while this culminating night of their educational careers unfolded in a very profound manner. 

Please see the information and pictures below as a summary of all the fun and achievement that took place at Commencement 2017.

The students below are considered to be the Garfield Heights City Schools’ Academic Top Ten for the 2016-2017 School Year, meaning 
that these individuals have earned the highest Grade Point Averages at the High School. Congratulations to these students for their 
academic success!

Valedictorian, and Class Rank # 1, Sierra Dalton: Planning to study Biomedical Engineering at The Ohio State University next year.

Salutatorian, and Class Rank # 2, Justin Mills: Voted “Most Intellectual” by his peers for the Class of 2017 and will attend Shawnee 
State University next year. 

Class Rank # 3, Sandra Boado, 4.277 GPA: Voted “Most Likely to Succeed” by her peers and planning to attend Baldwin Wallace College 
next year. 

Class Rank # 4, Emily Kondash, 4.268 GPA: Attending Cleveland State University’s Honor’s College next year where her tuition is paid 
in-full by the university. 

Class Rank # 5, Giselle Lopez, 4.130 GPA: Has made Honor and Merit Roll throughout her career, had perfect attendance her freshman 
year, and plans to be a nurse one day. 

Class Rank # 6, Nathan Marek, 4.056 GPA: In addition to academic success, Nathan is a 4-year varsity Bowling Team member, having 
rolled a perfect 300 score earlier this year.

Class Rank # 7, Rey Nahine, 4.038 GPA: Will attend The Ohio State University and major in Biomedical Engineering. 

Class Rank # 8, Rebecca Mosier, 4.024 GPA: In addition to this recognition, she was member to the Academic Team, Student Council, 
National Honors Society, Art Club and Anime Club. 

Class Rank # 9, Sharnay Calloway, 4.011 GPA: Earlier this year, Sharnay was awarded Honorable Mention in the Outstanding English 
Student category. 

Class Rank # 10, Brianna Exton, 3.963 GPA: Captain of the GHHS Cheerleading Squad, and member of the Glass Ceiling organization, 
already working toward her State Tested Nurses Aide and phlebotomy certification.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GARFIELD HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOLS ACADEMIC TOP TEN!
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Last Day of School Brings Fun and Excitement to District Students 
Over the past several years, the Garfield Heights City Schools has begun its school 
year earlier, and has consequently ended its school year earlier as well. This year, 
the last official day of school was Thursday, May 25, 2017. This strategic schedule 
change was implemented to more closely align the completion of state testing 
with the end of the school year. The last day of school this year was fun-filled with 
many activities that helped to celebrate the successes of the 2016-2017 School 
year. Maple Leaf Elementary spent some of the day cleaning up classrooms and 
hallways as it takes a team effort to get prepared for summer. William Foster held 
a dance party in the gym for students and staff to let loose and have some fun. At 
Elmwood Elementary, students had the opportunity to play Just Dance on the Wii 
in the gym as well as participate in pick-up basketball games. Students also had 
some fun while doing the limbo in music class.

At the Garfield Heights Middle School, students had the chance to attend a carnival the staff put on for them in the gym. The carnival 
included a bounce house, photo booth, face painting, basketball, candy, popcorn, hotdogs and other tasty snacks. The 8th graders 
celebrated the last day of school by traveling to Cedar Point for a fun filled day of rides, roller coasters and lifelong memories. What 
a wonderful last day of school packed full of fun and excitement for the Garfield Heights students. The Garfield Heights City Schools 
wishes the students and staff an enjoyable and safe summer and looks forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, August 15, 2017!

Safety Town and Pre-Kindergarten Classes Join Together for Youth Instruction
With a continued collaborative relationship between the Garfield Heights City 
Schools and the City of Garfield Heights, Safety Town is being incorporated 
into the district’s summertime pre-kindergarten preparatory program. Safety 
Town helps to encourage pedestrian and traffic safety, and safe play outside. 
Students are able to utilize the Maple Leaf resources as well. At the same time, 
the district’s pre-kindergarten program is taking place at Maple Leaf. In the past 
known as Kinderbound, this pre-kindergarten programming helps incoming 
students prepare for their first day of school. There will be an emphasis on social 
interactions as well as  the potential to meet classmates, lessening student anxiety. 
Summer school runs June 6-July 7th. For more information, you can always contact 
the district at 216-475-8100.

Kindergarten Registration! Don’t Forget to SIGN UP TODAY!
The Garfield Heights City Schools requires that you officially register for Kindergarten 
for the 2017-2018 School Year. If your son or daughter turns 5 years old on or before 
September 30, 2017, then he or she is eligible for kindergarten registration. Those 
who are interested in learning more should contact the district’s Central Office at 
216-475-8100 to learn more about becoming “Little Bulldogs!” 

School ended for the 2016-2017 School Year on
 Thursday, May 25, 2017.
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Garfield Heights Pre-Kindergarten program is currently 
running through July 7, 2017 as a way to prepare students for 

their experience in the school district!
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This edition’s District Spotlight shines brightly on a newcomer to 
the Garfield Heights City Schools who is already making a positive 
impact on the entire student population, Linkage Coordinator Romie 
Graham. Using his life story, collegiate athletic accomplishments 
and professional strides as a basis for his philosophy with the 
students, Romie is attempting to positively intervene in their lives 
and help them to make wise, responsible decisions. He is the topic 
of this spotlight, so that the community can learn a bit more about 
Romie and what he does for the GHCS. 

Romie grew up in Florida, in a single-family home as the oldest 
of five brothers and sisters. Despite the impoverished upbringing, 
Romie excelled in football and baseball in high school and made 
good grades. As the oldest child in his family, he felt the responsibility 
of being an example to his siblings, which ultimately led him to 
Muskingum College where he played four years of college football 
as a wide-receiver. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physical Education and Health Education. From there, Romie graduated from Otterbein University with a Master’s Degree in Allied Health and Science. 
Romie used his athletic experience to then serve as an assistant football coach at Allegheny College, and then served as a Special Teams Coaching Intern 
with the San Francisco 49ers Professional Football Team. Yet despite, all of these promising career opportunities, Romie felt the calling to help students 
succeed, avoid making negative choices and give back to the community. In the summer of 2016, from California, Romie applied to become the Linkage 
Coordinator at Garfield Heights High School. 

In this role, Romie mentors students. To him, this means that he positively engages in their world, answers questions and attempts to help students on 
the path toward success. He doesn’t have a set schedule, and every day is something new for Romie. His door is always open. Ultimately as a part of the 
Students of Promise program, Romie wants students to go to college, study and work hard and make a positive contribution to society. Throughout the year, 
he takes students on college visits and helps them with the application process. Some of the colleges that he has visited include Howard University, Morgan 
State University and Walsh University. “If I can help at least one student, then I have done my job,” says Romie. Next year, Romie will help the Bulldogs on 
the gridiron in some capacity. Please join the Garfield Heights City Schools in welcoming Romie Graham to the district. 

.
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District Spotlight: Valedictorian Sierra Dalton and 
Salutatorian Justin Mills

For this edition of the district spotlight, the Garfield Heights City Schools 
recognizes Valedictorian Sierra Dalton and Salutatorian Justin Mills. Each of these 
individuals earned top honors in the district, and the Garfield Heights City Schools 
would like the community to know a little bit more about each of them. On behalf 
of the entire district, congratulations on the successes that each of you have 
achieved over the years. 

Valedictorian Sierra Dalton
Sierra Dalton has made tremendous academic strides over her time at GHHS. She 
finishes her career with a 4.347 GPA, was on the Honor Roll for all four years, the 
Vice President of National Honor Society, a member of the Spanish Club, Future 
engineers club, the Glass Ceiling organization and manager of the football team. 
She was involved with all of these opportunities while maintaining a part-time 
job at which she worked during the evenings and on weekends. Sierra plans on 
studying Biomedical Engineering as she attends The Ohio State University in the fall. 

Salutatorian Justin Mills
Justin Mills, who served as this year’s Salutatorian, graduates with an overall GPA of 4.340 and has accumulated his own important list of 
milestones as well. His peers voted him “Most Intellectual” and he too, was a member of the Honor Roll for all four years of high school. 
In the classroom, his teachers describe him as a quiet person, who went about his business of performing the necessary school work. 
Always willing to help his fellow classmates, Justin has been awarded a number of scholarships to various colleges and universities in 
the area. However, when it comes to schooling, Justin is very clear about his path forward, which he plans to make at Shawnee State 
University where he will study Sports Management in the future. 

To both of these individuals, the Garfield Heights City Schools wishes all the best in future endeavors. You truly represent what it means 
to be a Bulldog and what can be accomplished, when students take advantage of opportunities.

Congratulations to district Salutatorian Justin Mills and 
Valedictorian Sierra Dalton!


