








Garfield Heights City School District Garfield Heights City School District

Three Year Percent Changes - Three Year Average

25

Prev. 3-Year PROJECTED 3-Year

Avg. Annual Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Avg. Annual

Change 2017 2018 2019 Change

Revenue:

1.010 - General Property Tax (Real Estate) 3.27% -0.28% -11.65% -12.39% -8.11%
1.020 - Public Utility Personal Property 13.79% 7.02% -10.10% -12.53% -5.20%
1.030 - Income Tax n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

1.035 - Unrestricted Grants-in-Aid 5.95% 9.47% 4.97% 4.85% 6.43%
1.040 - Restricted Grants-in-Aid 527.52% 11.60% 4.52% 4.58% 6.90%
1.045 - Restricted Federal Grants-in-Aid - SFSF -100.00% n/a n/a n/a n/a
1.050 - Property Tax Allocation 4.33% -1.22% -10.43% -12.58% -8.07%
1.060 - All Other Operating Revenues 9.73% -22.31% 0.00% -5.34% -9.22%

1.070 - Total Revenue 5.62% 4.33% -2.11% -2.04% 0.06%
2.010 - Proceeds from Sale of Notes n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
2.020 - State Emergency Loans and Advancements n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
2.040 - Operating Transfers-In n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
2.050 - Advances-In 17.81% 47.42% -36.9% 0 3.51%
2.060 - All Other Financing Sources -2.71% -100.00% n/a n/a -100.00%
2.070 - Total Other Financing Sources 17.67% 46.83% -36.9% 0 3.31%

2.080 - Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources 5.43% 4.66% -2.50% -2.02% 0.05%

Expenditures:

3.010 - Personnel Services 4.30% 3.17% 2.58% 2.58% 2.78%
3.020 - Employees' Retirement/Insurance Benefits 3.73% 5.55% 4.88% 4.99% 5.14%
3.030 - Purchased Services 10.84% 4.63% 6.58% 6.62% 5.94%
3.040 - Supplies and Materials 3.47% 48.82% -20.57% 1.75% 10.00%
3.050 - Capital Outlay 132.21% -31.46% -79.78% 0.00% -37.08%
3.060 - Intergovernmental n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
4.010 - 4.060 - Principal, Interest & Fiscal Charges 9.71% 0.00% -77.45% 0.00% -25.82%
4.300 - Other Objects 7.22% -9.85% 5.03% -0.57% -1.80%

4.500 - Total Expenditures 5.48% 4.11% 2.05% 3.81% 3.32%
5.010 - Operating Transfers-Out -5.20% 18.03% 0.00% 0.00% 6.01%
5.020 - Advances-Out 12.76% -36.90% 0.00% 0.00% -12.30%
5.030 - All Other Financing Uses n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
5.040 - Total Other Financing Uses 3.92% -22.46% 0.00% 0.00% -7.49%

5.050 - Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 5.40% 3.69% 2.03% 3.77% 3.16%

              Excess of Rev & Other Financing Uses Over (Under) 
6.010 - Expenditures and Other Financing Uses -211.97% -94.55% 8776.37% 126.96% 2936.26%
              Cash Balance July 1 - Excluding Proposed Renewal/
7.010 - Replacement and New Levies 20.17% -34.46% -2.87% -261.83% -99.72%
7.020 - Cash Balance June 30 18.62% -2.87% -261.83% 367.20% 34.17%

M

© Public Finance Resources, Inc. 2016
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Certified Salary Modifications

2016-2017

Lname Fname Bldg STEP Current Degree/Hr New Degree/Hr 2016-2017 Salary Modified Salary

Allen Erich WF 6 B+0 B+30 $45,432 $49,248

Arnold Danielle EW 8 M+10 M+20 $59,789 $61,061

Barnes Katherine WF 5 B+10 B+30 $45,252 $47,795

Bartlett Laura WF 10 B+0 B+10 $53,065 $54,336

Boudrez Joshua MS 13 M+0 M+10 $69,056 $70,329

Bowman Cristy ML 9 M+10 M+30 $61,970 $64,514

Brooks Kathryn WF 1 B+0 M+0 $36,345 $41,798

Carano Cheryl HS 14 M+20 M+30 $73,418 $74,690

Carey Reiko MS 15 B+10 B+20 $62,332 $63,605

Castagnola Robin HS 16 M+20 M+30 $80,452 $81,792*

Cohn Timothy EW 6 B+30 M+0 $49,248 $53,065

Czech Stephanie MS 11 M+30 M+40 $68,147 $69,420

Davila Allison EW 4 B+20 M+0 $44,706 $49,067

Dietrich Ashlee HS 6 B+0 B+10 $45,432 $46,705

DiPadova Christine HS 12 B+20 M+0 $59,243 $67,239

Ferguson Bridget ML 19 B+20 B+30 $64,696 $65,968

Foster Kathleen WF 8 B+10 B+30 $51,066 $53,610

Frank Lori WF 18 M+20 M+30 $76,326 $77,598

Giehler Lillian HS 5 B+30 M+0 $47,795 $51,247

Graham Patricia ML 25 M+30 M+40 $80,359 $81,632

Guzoski Bethany MS 12 M+10 M+20 $68,512 $69,784

Halusker Amy ML 9 M+0 M+10 $60,698 $61,970

Harreld Benjamin MS 13 M+0 M+10 $69,056 $70,329

Hasenohrl George HS 18 B+30 M+0 $65,968 $73,782

Herberger Kelcie HS 4 B+10 M+0 $43,434 $49,067

Hubert Margarita WF 3 B+0 B+10 $39,253 $40,525

Kolodziej Maria MS 12 M+20 M+30 $69,784 $71,055

Kovach Kyle HS 5 B+0 B+10 $43,979 $45,252

Maag Heather EW 8 M+0 M+10 $58,517 $59,789

Maher Shannon EW 5 B+0 M+0 $43,979 $51,247

Mihalyov Matt MS 14 M+30 M+40 $74,690 $75,963

Molnar Jennifer ML 15 M+0 M+10 $72,691 $73,964

Palmer Kayla EW 5 B+20 M+0 $46,522 $51,247

Petit Joseph MS 4 B+0 B+20 $42,161 $44,706

Ratka Maryanne ML 12 M+0 M+10 $67,239 $68,512

Revilock Matt HS 11 M+0 M+10 $64,331 $65,604

Seneczko Auburn LC 5 B+30 M+0 $47,795 $51,247

Spelich Carrie EW 15 M+20 M+30 $75,236 $76,508

Spooner Holly MS 8 B+0 B+10 $49,794 $51,066

Swope Benjamin HS 3 B+0 B+10 $39,253 $40,525

Thomas Nicole MS 11 M+0 M+10 $64,331 $65,604

Throckmorton Jeffrey HS 5 B+0 B+30 $43,979 $47,795

* Salary includes 10 additional days
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Employee Leaves

Last First Bldg Type Date Out Date Back Notes

Bolton J. Renae CO Unpaid LOA 09/26/16 09/27/16 Unpaid LOA

Cherry Catina MS Unpaid LOA 11/01/16 11/07/16 Unpaid LOA

Hadden Michelle MS Medical LOA 08/29/16 03/01/17 Intermittent Medical LOA for Family Member (FMLA)

Hrin Debra WF Unpaid LOA 11/03/16 11/08/16 Unpaid LOA

Kingsmill Connie MS Medical LOA 10/03/16 10/10/16 Medical LOA

Kondash Janette WF Medical LOA 09/16/16 10/10/16 Medical LOA (FMLA)

Lobrado Angeline WF Maternity LOA 01/17/17 02/27/17 Maternity LOA

Majors Dawn MS Unpaid LOA 10/13/16 10/17/16 Unpaid LOA

Matthews-Marks Lydia MS Medical LOA 09/12/16 09/26/16 Medical LOA

Parsons Sandra WF Medical LOA 09/30/16 10/10/16 Medical LOA

Richardson Kathy ML Medical LOA 09/12/16 10/25/16 Medical LOA

Schill James Maint. Medical LOA 08/26/16 09/19/16 Medical LOA

Schill James Maint. Extended LOA 10/05/16 10/24/16 Extended Medical LOA

Stevens Heather ML Unpaid LOA 09/20/16 09/26/16 Unpaid LOA

Stevens Heather ML Administrative LOA 09/27/16 TBD Paid Administrative LOA

Urban Shyla MS Medical LOA 09/20/16 09/26/16 Medical LOA

Wielgosiek David EW Medical LOA 09/23/16 11/07/16 Medical LOA



File:  GBE 

 

 

STAFF HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 

 

Through its overall safety program and various policies pertaining to school personnel, the Board 

attempts to ensure the safety of employees during their working hours and assist them in the 

maintenance of good health. 

 

All employees are expected to observe commonly recognized practices that promote the health 

and safety of school personnel. 

 

Bus drivers will have an annual physical examination in compliance with State law.  The results 

of all such examinations are filed with the Superintendent. 

 

Employees who are required by State or Federal law to have respiratory protection are required to 

have two physical examinations.  The first examination must take place prior to the individual’s 

wearing a respirator.  The second examination must take place after the individual’s exposure to 

any hazardous material (within 30 days if it is a one-time exposure, and at least annually if it is 

ongoing exposure). 

 

The Board may require an individual examination of an employee whenever, in its judgment, it is 

necessary to protect the health and safety of students or other employees.  Whenever the Board 

requires an employee to submit to a physical examination other than those required by law, the 

Board assumes the cost of the examination.  All health examinations required of employees are 

made by one of the physicians approved for this purpose by the Board. 

 

Any genetic information acquired as a result of individual examinations will be handled in 

accordance with Federal law. 

 

Workers’ Compensation 

 

In case of injury while pursuing duties in keeping with the employee’s contract, the employee 

may be eligible for payment of medical expenses under the Workers’ Compensation Act of Ohio. 

 

Any employee who is injured while at work should immediately report such injury to the central 

office and request the necessary forms to make application for payment under this act. 

 

The injured employee may be requested to undergo chemical testing, as established by law and 

administrative regulation.  The employee must prove that the injury was not proximately caused 

by the employee being intoxicated, or under the influence of a controlled substance not prescribed 

by the employee’s physician or under the influence of marihuana (marijuana) whether 

prescribed or not.  The results of, or the employee’s refusal to submit to, any of the requested 

chemical tests may affect the employee’s eligibility to receive worker’s compensation benefits. 
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File:  GBE 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.:  Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Act; 20 USC 4011 et seq. 

 Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act; 15 USC 2641 et seq. 

 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act;  

       42 USC 9601 et seq. 

 Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008; 42 USC 2000ff et seq. 

 ORC 3313.643; 3313.71; 3313.711 

  3327.10 

  4113.23 

  4123.01 et seq. 

  4123.35 

  4123.54 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: EB, Safety Program 

 EBBC, Bloodborne Pathogens 

 EEACD, Drug Testing for District Personnel Required to Hold a 

       Commercial Driver’s License 

 GBCB, Staff Conduct 

 GBP, Drug-Free Workplace 

 GBQ, Criminal Records Check 

 GCBC, Professional Staff Fringe Benefits 

 GDBC, Support Staff Fringe Benefits 

 Staff Handbooks 

 

 

NOTE: This category is for statements on staff physical and mental health examination 

requirements, the board’s commitment to assisting employees in the maintenance of 

good health, its concern with occupational safety and so on. 

 

 Language regarding the handling of genetic information has been added in 

compliance with the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008.  

Additional language should be added to all medical request forms and is available 

upon request. 

 

 Observe the cross-references.  Health insurance plans for employees are properly 

coded under Fringe Benefits for the appropriate category of staff. 
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

File:  GBE 

 

 

 House Bill (HB) 523 (2016) created a medical marijuana program.  The medical 

marijuana program is primarily outlined in Ohio Revised Code (RC) Chapter 

3796.  Under this chapter marijuana means marihuana as defined in RC 3719.01.  

HB 523 also updated the workers’ compensation drug testing provisions and here 

the terminology used is “marihuana.” 

 

 

 THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY 
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File:  GBE-R 

 

STAFF HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 

 

Workers’ Compensation Benefits Eligibility – Chemical Testing 

 

Under Ohio’s Workers’ Compensation Law, every employee who is injured in the course of 

employment is entitled to benefits, if necessary, to compensate him/her for lost work time, 

payment for medical, nursing and hospital services, medicines and funeral expenses, unless the 

injury was proximately caused by the employee being intoxicated, or under the influence of a 

controlled substance not prescribed by the employee’s physician or under the influence of 

marihuana (marijuana).   

 

Testing Procedures 

 

An injury is deemed to have been proximately caused by the employee being intoxicated or 

under the influence of a controlled substance not prescribed by the employee’s physician or 

under the influence of marihuana (marijuana) if any of the following apply. 

 

 1. Within eight hours of the injury, the employee’s blood alcohol level tests equal to or 

greater than .08%*. 

 

 2. Within eight hours of the injury, the employee’s breath alcohol level tests equal to or 

greater than .08g/210L*. 

 

 3. Within eight hours of the injury, the employee’s urine alcohol level tests equal to or 

greater than .11g/100 ml*. 

 

 4. Within 32 hours of the injury, the employee tests above both the following levels 

established for an enzyme multiplied immunoassay technique (EMIT) screening test 

and above the following levels established for a gas chromatography/mass spectrometry 

test, or in the alternative, above the levels established for a gas chromatography/mass 

spectrometry (GC/MS) test alone as follows, for substances not prescribed by a 

physician or marihuana (marijuana): 

 

 A. for amphetamines, 1000 ng/ml of urine for the EMIT test and 500 ng/ml of urine 

for the GC/MS test; 

 

 B. for cannabinoids, 50 ng/ml of urine for the EMIT test and 15 ng/ml of urine for 

the GC/MS test; 

 

 C. for cocaine, including crack cocaine, 300 ng/ml of urine for the EMIT test and 

150 ng/ml of urine for the GC/MS test; 

 

 D. for opiates, 2000 ng/ml of urine for the EMIT test and 2000 ng/ml of urine for the 

GC/MS test and 
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

File:  GBE-R 

 

 

E. for phencyclidine, 25 ng/ml of urine for the EMIT test and 25 ng/ml of urine for 

the GC/MS test. 

 

 5. The employee, through a chemical test administered within 32 hours of the injury, is 

determined to have barbiturates, benzodiazepines, methadone or propoxyphene in the 

employee’s system that tests above levels established by laboratories certified by the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

 6. The employee refuses to submit to a requested chemical test. 

 

Legal Protections 

 

All testing will be conducted by a qualified, federally certified testing laboratory or a laboratory 

that meets or exceeds HHS standards for laboratory certification selected by the Board, and any 

positive test result will be confirmed by a medical review officer. 

 

Confidentiality 

 

All test results will remain confidential as between the employee, the Board and the Bureau of 

Workers’ Compensation. 

 

*This represents the minimum testing level used to establish intoxication under current State law 

prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while intoxicated, otherwise known as the State 

“OMVI” law. 

 

 

(Approval date:) 
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File:  GBP 

 

 

DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE  

 

 

The Board endeavors to provide a safe workplace for all employees, realizing that the use/abuse 

of drugs and alcohol can endanger the health, safety and well-being of the nonuser, as well as the 

user. 

 

Because of the Board’s commitment to provide a safe workplace, no employee shall unlawfully 

manufacture, distribute, dispense, possess or use any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, 

amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, alcohol or any other controlled substance, as defined in 

State and/or Federal law, in the workplace.  The Board also prohibits the use and possession of 

legally acquired medical marijuana in the workplace. 

 

“Workplace” is the site for the performance of any work done in connection with the District.  

The workplace includes any District building, property, vehicles or Board-approved vehicle used 

to transport students to and from school or school activities (at other sites off District property) or 

any school-sponsored or District activity, event or function, such as a field trip or athletic event in 

which students are under the jurisdiction of District authorities.  

 

As a condition of employment, each employee shall notify his/her supervisor, in writing, of 

his/her conviction of any criminal drug statute for a violation occurring in the workplace as 

defined above, not later than five days after such conviction. 

 

Employees are given a copy of the standards of conduct and the statement of disciplinary 

sanctions and are notified that compliance with the standards of conduct is mandatory.  When the 

District has reasonable suspicion an employee is under the influence of any narcotic drug, 

hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, alcohol or any other controlled 

substance, as defined in State and/or Federal law, the employee may be subject to testing in 

accordance with prescribed administrative regulations, local, State and Federal law and/or 

the negotiated agreement and may be considered in violation of this policy.  Employees who 

violate the policy shall be subject to disciplinary proceedings in accordance with prescribed 

administrative regulations, local, State and Federal law and/or the negotiated agreement, up to and 

including termination.  Any employee in violation of this policy may be required to participate in 

a drug-abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved by the Board. 

 

All employees are provided the opportunity to participate in a drug-free awareness program to 

inform them of requirements, services and penalties. 

 

A list of local drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation and re-entry programs and services 

offered in the community is made available to employees.  

 

 

[Adoption date:] 
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

File:  GBP 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988; 41 USC  701 et seq.; 

      20 USC 3474, 1221e-3(a)(1)  

 Drug-Free Campus and Schools Act; 20 USC 3224(a) 

 ORC 3796.28 

  4123.01 et seq.; 4123.35; 4123.54 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: EB, Safety Program 

 EEACD, Drug Testing for District Personnel Required to Hold a  

    Commercial Driver’s License 

 GBCB, Staff Conduct 

 GBE, Staff Health and Safety 

 GBQ, Criminal Records Check 

 Staff Handbooks 

 

 

CONTRACT REFS.: Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement 

 Support Staff Negotiated Agreement 

 

 

     NOTE: House Bill (HB) 523 (2016) created a medical marijuana program; the rules must 

still be adopted for implementation of the program.  HB 523 allows employers to 

extend drug free workplace policies to include medical marijuana.  Districts 

should review negotiated agreements when updating policies and procedures 

related to drug free workplaces and testing. 

 

 

 THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY 
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File:  IGBM 

 

 

CREDIT FLEXIBILITY 

 

 

The Board recognizes that an effective educational program is one that provides opportunities for 

students to customize aspects of their learning around their respective needs and interests.  Credit 

flexibility is one method to motivate and increase student learning by allowing access to more 

resources, customization around individual student needs and the use of multiple measures of 

learning.  

 

Credit flexibility shifts the focus from “seat time” to performance.  Students can earn units of 

high school credit based on an individually approved credit flexibility plan.  The intent of credit 

flexibility is to meet increased expectations for high school graduation in response to 

globalization, technology and demographics, and to meet the demand for 21st century skills.   

 

In accordance with State law, the District must develop and implement a credit flexibility plan. 

Seventh or eighth grade students may meet curriculum requirements or students ready for 

high school courses may earn that enables students to earn high school graduation credit by:  

 

 1. demonstrating subject area competency through the completion of traditional 

completing course work;   

 

 2. testing out of or showing mastery of course content through the pursuit of an 

approved educational option and/or  
 

 3. pursuing an educational option and/or an individually approved option and/or 

 

 4.3. any combination of the above. 

 

The Superintendent/designee develops the District’s credit flexibility plan consistent with the 

provisions of the following regulation.   

 

 

[Adoption date:] 
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

File:  IGBM 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: Carnegie Design Team Report to the State Board of Education, New Emphasis  

 on Learning: Ohio’s plan for credit flexibility shifts the focus from “seat time”  

 to performance (March 2009) 

 ORC 3313.60; 3313.603; 3313.609; 3313.6013; 3313.611; 3313.613;  

  3313.614; 3313.90 

  3321.04 

  Chapter 3324 

  Chapter 3365 

 OAC Chapter 3301-34 

  3301-35-01 

  3301-35-06 

  Chapter 3301-46 

   Chapter 3301-51 

  Chapter 3301-61 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: IGAD, Career-Technical Education 

 IGBH, Alternative School Programs 

 IGCB, Experimental Programs 

 IGCD, Educational Options (Also LEB) 

 IGCF, Home Instruction 

 IGCH, College Credit Plus (Also LEC) 

 IGE, Adult Education Programs 

 IKA, Grading Systems 

 IKE, Promotion and Retention of Students 

 IKEB, Acceleration 

 IKF, Graduation Requirements 

 

 

     NOTE:  In 2007, the Ohio General Assembly enacted Senate Bill (SB) 311, also known as 

the Ohio Core, which directed the State Board of Education to adopt a plan that 

enables students to earn units of high school credit based on demonstration of 

subject area competency, instead of or in combination with completing hours of 

classroom instruction.  

 

 SB 311 requires all local school boards to comply with the provisions of the State 

Board’s credit flexibility plan by adopting local board policy (Ohio Revised Code 

Section 3313.603(J)).  Full implementation of the local board policy must be 

reached by the beginning of the 2010-11 school year.  

 

 THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY 
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File:  IGEE 

 

 

AWARDING OF HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS TO VETERANS OF WAR 

 

 

In order to recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by veterans who left high school prior 

to graduation to serve in the armed forces during World War II, the Korean Conflict or the 

Vietnam Conflict, the Board may award a high school diploma to any veteran of this state, or 

posthumously to a living relative of a deceased veteran of this state, who meets the requirements 

established by State law.   

 

The Board may grant a diploma to a World War II, Korean Conflict or Vietnam Conflict veteran 

if all of the following apply. 

 

 1. The veteran either left a public or nonpublic high school located in any state prior to 

graduation: 

 

 A. in order to serve in the armed forces of the United States or 

 

 B. due to family circumstances and subsequently entered the armed forces of the 

United States. 

 

 2. The veteran received an honorable discharge from the armed forces of the United 

States. 

 

3. The veteran has not been granted a diploma, honors diploma, a diploma of adult 

education or a diploma from another school. 

 

The veteran is not required to take the GED high school equivalency tests approved by the 

Ohio Department of Education or any graduation test in order to qualify for a diploma.   

 

The Governor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs has developed and adopted an application form for 

use by all county veterans service offices.  Upon verification that all requirements have been 

met, the application is forwarded to the Board and the diploma may be awarded. 

 

The Board may grant a high school diploma to any woman who left high school in any state 

during World War II, the Korean Conflict or the Vietnam Conflict if the woman either: 

 

 1. left school to join the workforce to support her family or to join the war effort or  

 

 2. left school due to family circumstances and subsequently joined the workforce or war 

effort.  
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

File:  IGEE 

 

 

The woman must either be a current resident of the state of Ohio or have been previously 

enrolled in an Ohio high school. 

 

Veterans’ diplomas are presented in conjunction with appropriate events, programs or other 

occasions, as determined by the Superintendent. 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.61; 3313.611; 3313.612; 3313.614; 3313.616 

  5902.02 

 

 

CROSS REF.: IGED, Diploma of Adult Education 
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File:  JEA 

 

 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AGES 

 

 

Children between the ages of six and 18 are of compulsory school age.  Every person of 

compulsory school age must attend a school, which conforms to the standards prescribed by the 

State Board of Education (SBOE) until one of the following occurs. 

 

 1. The person receives a diploma or GED certificate of high school equivalence granted 

by the Board or other governing authority indicating such student has successfully 

completed all state and local requirements. 

 

 2. The person receives an age and schooling certificate (work permit) and is enrolled in a 

GED program.an educational program meeting the requirements of State law. 

 

 3. The person is excused from school under standards adopted by the SBOE pursuant to 

State law. 

 

The parent(s) of any person who is of compulsory school age must send such person to school 

unless he/she is exempt as listed above. 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3301.80; 3301.81 

  3313.61; 3313.617 

  3321.01 et. seq. 

  3331.02 

 OAC 3301-35-04 

  3301-41 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: IGBG, Homebound Instruction 

 JEB, Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten) 

 JEG, Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance 

 JFE, Pregnant Students 

 

     NOTE: This category is for a statement on compulsory attendance ages — usually a matter 

of law — and exceptions to age requirements.  Policies and regulations pertaining 

to absences and excuses are filed under other categories in the JE sequence. 

 

 GED application and participation requirements for 16 and 17 year old students 

were revised by House Bill 64 (15), and appear in Ohio Revised Code Section 

313.617. 
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Selected Sample Policy 

OHIO POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL© 

 

File:  JEA 

 

 

 House Bill 113 (16) revised the requirements for receiving a certificate of high 

school equivalence and removed specific references to the GED.  Requirements 

are outlined in Ohio Revised Code Section 3301.80 and 3301.81. 
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File:  BBFA 

 

 

BOARD MEMBER CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 

 

The Board and individual members follow the letter and spirit of the law regarding conflicts of 

interest. 

 

A Board member will not have any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in a contract with the 

District; will not furnish for remuneration any labor, equipment or supplies to the District; nor be 

employed by the Board in any capacity for compensation. 

 

A Board member may have a private interest in a contract with the Board if all of the following 

apply: 

 

 1. the subject of the public contract is necessary supplies or services for the District; 

 

 2. the supplies or services are unobtainable elsewhere for the same or lower cost, or are 

being furnished to the District as part of a continuing course of dealing established prior 

to the Board member’s becoming associated with the District; 

 

 3. the treatment accorded the District is either preferential to or the same as that accorded 

other customers or clients in similar transactions and 

 

 4. the entire transaction is conducted at arm’s length, with full knowledge by the Board of 

the interest of the Board member, member of his/her family, or his/her business 

associate, and the Board member takes no part in the deliberations or decision with 

respect to the public contract. 

 

The law specifically forbids: 

 

 1. the prosecuting attorney or the city attorney from serving on this Board; 

 

 2. a Board member from serving as the school dentist, physician or nurse; 

 

 3. a Board member from being employed for compensation by this Board; 

 

 4. a Board member from having, directly or indirectly, any pecuniary interest in any 

contract with this Board; 

 

 5. a Board member from voting on a contract to employ a person as a teacher or instructor 

if he/she is related to that person as father, mother, brother, sister or spouse; 
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 6. a Board member from authorizing, or employing the authority or influence of his/her 

office to secure authorization of, any public contract in which he/she, a member of 

his/her family or his/her business associates have an interest; 

 

 7. a Board member from having an interest in the profits or benefits of a public contract 

entered into by, or for the use of, the District and 

 

 8. a Board member from occupying any position of profit during his/her term of office or 

within one year thereafter in the prosecution of a public contract authorized by him/her 

or a board of which he/she was a member at the time of authorization of that contract. 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 102.03; 102.04 

  2921.02(B); 2921.42; 2921.43; 2921.44 

  3313.13; 3313.33; 3313.70 

  3319.21 

  4117.20 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: BBBA, Board Member Qualifications 

 BBF, Board Member Code of Ethics 

 

 

     NOTE: Generally, the substance of a policy in this area is established by law; however, 

portions may be Board policy, as in the sample policy above. 

 

Ohio’s Ethics Laws apply to all public officials, including board members, 

administrators and all district employees.  It is important that all school officials 

and employees are aware that Ohio’s Ethics Laws prohibit public officials from:   

 

• hiring a family member for a public job; 

• using his or her position to get a family member a public job or contract or  

• using his or her position to get promotions, raises or other job-related 

benefits for family members.   

 

Family members, for purposes of the Ethics Law, are: husband or wife, child or 

grandchild, parent or grandparent, brother or sister, stepchild or stepparent, or any 

other person related to the official by blood or marriage who lives in the official’s 

household.   
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PERSONNEL RECORDS 

 

 

The Superintendent develops and implements a comprehensive and efficient system of personnel 

records.  The Superintendent / Designee is hereby designated as the employee directly responsible 

for the personnel records system.  The following guidelines govern such records. 

 

 1. Personnel files contain records and information relative to compensation, payroll 

deductions, evaluations and such information as may be required by State or Federal law 

or considered pertinent by the Superintendent.  Anonymous material or material from an 

unidentified source are not placed in a staff member’s file. 

 

 2. A personnel file for each employee is accurately maintained in the District office in 

accordance with administrative regulations incorporating the requirements set forth 

under the Ohio Privacy Act for the protection of employees.  Employees will be notified 

whenever personal information concerning them is placed in their file. 

 

 3. State law requires that all public records be promptly prepared and made available for 

inspection to any member of the general public at all reasonable times during regular 

business hours.  Upon request, the person directly responsible for personnel records is 

required to make copies available at cost, within a reasonable period of time. 

 

 4. The public has access to all records in the personnel file with the following exceptions: 

 

 A. medical records; 

 

 B. records pertaining to adoption, probation or parole proceedings; 

 

 C. trial preparation records; 

 

 D. confidential law enforcement investigatory records; 

 

 E. Social Security number and 

 

 F. records of which the release is prohibited by State or Federal law. 

 

 Additional exceptions are listed in Ohio Revised Code Section 149.43. 

 

 5. The District is required to keep reports of investigations of employee misconduct in the 

employee’s personnel file, unless the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or 

his/her designee determines that the report does not warrant taking action against the 

employee.  If the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or his/her designee 

determines no action is warranted, the investigation report must be moved from the 

employee’s personnel file to a separate public file. 
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 6. Each employee has the right, upon written request, to review the contents of his/her own 

personnel file.  If a document is not disclosed to the employee because it is determined 

by a physician, psychiatrist or psychologist to be likely to have an adverse effect upon 

the employee, the document will be released to the designated medical authority.  

Requests are made to the Superintendent and scheduled for a time convenient for the 

parties involved. 

 

 7. Employees may make written objections to any information contained in the file.   

  Any written objection must be signed by the staff member and becomes part of the 

employee’s personnel file after the appeal procedure outlined in State law.  The appeal 

procedure permits any employee who disputes the accuracy, relevance, timeliness or 

completeness of information maintained in his/her file to compel the District to 

investigate the current status of the information. 

 

 8. Personnel records should be reviewed only within the confines of the Superintendent’s 

office or the Board’s office. 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008; 42 USC 2000ff et seq. 

 ORC 9.01; 9.35 

  111.41; 111.42; 111.43; 111.46; 111.47; 111.99 

  149.011; 149.41; 149.43 

  1347.01 et seq. 

  3317.061 

  3319.311; 3319.314 

  4113.23 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: EHA, Data and Records Retention 

 KBA, Public’s Right to Know 

  

 

CONTRACT REFS.: Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement 

 Support Staff Negotiated Agreement 

 

     NOTE: THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY 
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CREDIT FLEXIBILITY –ALREADY APPROVED 

 

 

In accordance with State law, the District’s plan for credit flexibility must: 

 

 1. identify the multiple methods of communication and frequency of each method the 

District will use to communicate the aspects of the credit flexibility policy and plan to 

students and parents on an ongoing basis; 

 

 2. allow for demonstrated proficiency options on an ongoing basis; 

   

 3. allow for graded options for demonstrated proficiency; 

 

 4. allow demonstration of proficiency to count towards course requirements for 

graduation; 

 

 5. determine credit equivalency for a Carnegie unit; 

   

 6. prohibit capping or limiting the number of courses or credits earned through credit 

flexibility; 

 

 7. allow for both simultaneous credit and/or partial credit to be earned; 

  

 8. not prohibit access to online education, postsecondary options or services from another 

district, as approved by the Board; 

   

 9. allow, if so desired, for the acceptance of credit from other districts and educational 

providers; 

 

 10. establish provisions for instances when students do not or cannot complete 

requirements and 

 

 11. establish a review process and submit data to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

about the methods and frequency of communication with students and parents.  

 

In addition, the Superintendent/designee collects performance data including, but not limited to, 

the number of participating students, total credits earned and extent to which student 

participation reflects diversity of the student body. 
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ODE recommends that the Superintendent maintain a “library” of courses that were previously 

accepted to assist students, parents and teachers with understanding available options (or those 

unique to local contexts and regional economic development interests). 

 

 

(Approval date:) 

 

     NOTE: THIS IS A REQUIRED REGULATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 of 2 

BOE:  10/17/16 

Exhibit:  E 

Page 23 of 43



File:  JO 

 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

 

 

In order to provide students with appropriate instruction and educational services, it is necessary 

for the District to maintain extensive educational and personal information.  It is essential that 

pertinent information in these records be readily available to appropriate school personnel, be 

accessible to the student’s parent(s) or the student in compliance with law, and yet be guarded as 

confidential information. 

 

The Superintendent is responsible for the proper administration of student records in keeping 

with State law and federal requirements and the procedures for the collection of necessary 

information about individual students throughout the District. 

 

Upon request, all records and files included in the student’s cumulative file are available to 

parent(s) or the student (if he/she is over 18 years of age).  This request must be in writing and is 

granted within seven calendar days.  No records are to be removed from the school.  A principal, 

teacher or other qualified school personnel must be present to explain any of the tests or other 

material. 

 

All rights and protections given to parents under law and this policy transfer to the student when 

he/she reaches age 18 or enrolls in a postsecondary school.  The student then becomes an 

“eligible student.” 

 

The District uses reasonable methods to identify and authenticate the identity of parents, 

students, school officials and any other parties to whom the agency or institution discloses 

personally identifiable information from education records.  

 

The District provides notice to parents and eligible students annually, in accordance with the 

procedures set forth under administrative regulations, of the rights held by parents and eligible 

students under law and this policy.  It is the intent of the District to limit the disclosure of 

information contained in the student’s education records except: 

 

 1. by prior written consent; 

 

 2. as directory information and 

 

 3. under other limited circumstances, as enumerated under administrative regulations. 
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The following rights exist: 

 

 1. the right to inspect and review the student’s education records; 

 

 2. the right, in accordance with administrative regulations, to seek to correct parts of the 

student’s education records, including the right to a hearing if the school authority 

decides not to alter the records according to the parent(s)’ or eligible student’s request; 

 

 3. the right of any person to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education if the 

District violates relevant Federal law, specifically the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act and 

 

 4. the right to acquire information concerning the procedure which the parent(s) or 

eligible student should follow to obtain copies of this policy, the locations from which 

these copies may be obtained, as well as any fees to be charged for such copies.  *(See 

administrative regulations.) 

 

The District proposes to designate the following personally identifiable information contained in 

a student’s education records as “directory information.” 

 

 1. student’s name 

 

 2. student’s address 

 

 3. telephone number(s) 

 

 4. student’s date and place of birth 

 

 5. participation in officially recognized activities and sports 

 

 6. student’s achievement awards or honors 

 

 7. student’s weight and height, if a member of an athletic team 

 

 8. major field of study 

 

 9. dates of attendance (“from and to” dates of enrollment) 

 

 10. date of graduation 
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The above information is disclosed without prior written consent, except when the request is for 

a profit-making plan or activity or when the parent/eligible student has informed the Board that 

any or all such information should not be released without their prior written consent.   

 

Administrative regulations set forth a procedure for annual notification to parents and eligible 

students of the District’s definition of directory information.  Parents or eligible students then 

have two weeks in which to advise the District in writing, in accordance with such regulations, of 

any or all items which they refuse to permit as directory information about that student. 

 

To carry out their responsibilities, school officials have access to student education records for 

legitimate educational purposes.  The District uses the criteria set forth under administrative 

regulations to determine who are “school officials” and what constitutes “legitimate educational 

interests.” 

 

Other than requests as described above, school officials release information from, or permit 

access to, a student’s education records only with the prior written consent of a parent or eligible 

student, except that the Superintendent or a person designated in writing by the Superintendent 

may permit disclosure in certain limited circumstances outlined under administrative regulations.  

 

The District maintains, in accordance with administrative regulations, an accurate record of all 

requests to disclose information from, or to permit access to, a student’s education records and of 

information disclosed and access permitted. 

 

 

[Adoption date:] 

 

 

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq. 

 Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act; 20 USC Section 1232g 

 Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act; 29 USC 1181 et seq. 

 ORC 111.41; 111.42; 111.43; 111.46; 111.47; 111.99 

  149.41; 149.43 

  1347.01 et seq. 

  3317.031 

  3319.32; 3319.321; 3319.33 

  3321.12; 3321.13  

  3331.13 

 

 

CROSS REFS.: AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources 

 EHA, Data and Records Retention 

 IL, Testing Programs 

 KBA, Public’s Right to Know 

 KKA, Recruiters in the Schools 
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NOTE: Regulations concerning the content of information retained during the student’s 

term of schooling, after the student exits the school and in response to request for 

transcripts, should be developed in compliance with law and strictly adhered to. 

 

 The definitions of “directory information” differ in State and Federal law.  This 

policy reflects the more restrictive definition found in State law.  The district may 

further limit the information contained in that definition.   

 

 THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY 
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STUDENT RECORDS 

 

 

 1. Each student’s official school records include the following. 

 

 A. Records to be retained permanently 

 

  1) name and address of parent(s) 

  2) verification of date and place of birth 

  3) dates and record of attendance 

  4) course enrollment and grades 

  5) test data 

  6) date of graduation or withdrawal 

 

 B. Records of verifiable information to be retained during the student’s school career 

 

  1) medical/health data 

  2) individual psychological evaluation (gathered with written consent of 

parent(s)) 

  3) individual intelligence tests, tests for learning disabilities, etc., (counselor-

administered) 

  4) other verifiable information to be used in educational decision making 

 

 2. Maintaining student records 

 

 A. Transcripts of the scholastic record contain only factual information.  The District 

confines its record keeping to tasks with clearly defined educational ends. 

 

 B. Items listed under 1-A are retained for 100 years.  Those listed under 1-B are 

retained during the student’s enrollment and destroyed after graduation unless the 

school code imposes other restrictions. 

 

 C. Teacher and staff comments on student records are confined to matters related to 

student performance.  Value judgments are excluded from the record. 

 

 D. Student records are considered as current educational and/or therapeutic tools and 

are available for use as such. 
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The following definitions of terms pertain to this statement of policy. 

 

  Student — any person who attends or has attended a program of instruction sponsored 

by the Board. 

 

  Eligible student — a student or former student who has reached age 18 or is attending a 

postsecondary school. 

 

  Parent — either natural parent of a student, unless his/her rights under the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) have been removed by a court order, a 

guardian or an individual acting as a parent or guardian in the absence of the student’s 

parent(s). 

 

  Dates of attendance—means the period of time during which a student attends or 

attended an educational agency or institution.  Examples of dates of attendance include 

an academic year, a spring semester or a first quarter.  The term does not include 

specific daily records of a student’s attendance at an educational agency or institution. 

       

  Education records — any records (in handwriting, print, tapes, film or other medium) 

maintained by the District, an employee of the District or an agent of the District that 

are related to a student, except: 

 

1. a personal record kept by a school staff member that meets the following tests: 

 

 A. it is in the sole possession of the individual who made it; 

 

 B. it is used only as a personal memory aid and  

 

 C. information contained in it has never been revealed or made available to any 

other person, except the maker’s temporary substitute; 

 

2. an employment record which is used only in relation to a student’s employment 

by the District (employment for this purpose does not include activities for which 

a student receives a grade or credit in a course); 

 

3. alumni records which relate to the student after he/she no longer attends classes 

provided by the District and the records do not relate to the person as a student 

and 

 

4. peer-graded papers before they are collected and recorded by a teacher.  
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  Personally Identifiable Information — any data or information which makes the subject 

of a record known, including the student’s name, the student’s or student’s family’s 

address, the name of the student’s parent or other family members, a personal identifier 

such as a student’s Social Security number or a biometric record, other indirect 

identifiers, such as the student’s date of birth, place of birth or mother’s maiden name, 

other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or linkable to a specific 

student that would allow a reasonable person in the school community, who does not 

have personal knowledge of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student with 

reasonable certainty or information requested by a person who the District reasonably 

believes knows the identity of the student to whom the education record relates. 

 

 

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION 

 

Within the first three weeks of each school year, the District publishes in a notice to parents and 

eligible students their rights under State and Federal law and under this policy.  The District also 

sends home with each student a bulletin listing these rights; the bulletin is included with a packet 

of material provided to parents or eligible students when the students enroll during the school 

year. 

 

The notice includes: 

 

 1. the right of a parent(s) or eligible student to inspect and review the student’s education 

records; 

 

 2. the intent of the District to limit the disclosure of information contained in a student’s 

education records, except:  (1) by the prior written consent of the student’s parent(s) or 

the eligible student, (2) as directory information or (3) under certain limited 

circumstances, as permitted by law; 

 

 3. the right of a student’s parent(s) or an eligible student to seek to correct parts of the 

student’s education records which he/she believes to be inaccurate, misleading or in 

violation of student rights; this right includes a hearing to present evidence that the 

records should be changed if the District decides not to alter them according to the 

parent(s)’ or eligible student’s request; 

 

 4. the right of any person to file a complaint with the Department of Education if the 

District violates FERPA and 

 

 5. the procedure that a student’s parent(s) or an eligible student should follow to obtain 

copies of this policy and the locations where copies may be obtained. 
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An administrator arranges to provide translations of this notice to non-English-speaking parents 

in their native language. 

 

 

LOCATIONS OF EDUCATION RECORDS 

(Required) 

 

 

 

TYPES  LOCATION CUSTODIAN 

   

Cumulative School Records  Principals’ Offices  Principals 

   

Cumulative School Records Central Office Treasurer 

(Former Students)   

   

Health Records School Clinic  Principals 

   

Speech Therapy Records Principals’ Offices  Principals  

Psychological Records   

   

School Transportation School Bus Garage Transportation Supervisor  

Records   

   

Special Test Records Principals’ Offices  Principals 

   

Occasional Records Central Office  Director of Human 

Resources 

(Student education records   

not identified above; such    

as those in the Superintendent’s   

office, in the school   

attorney’s office, or in the   

personal possession of teachers) 

 

  

 

 

PROCEDURE TO INSPECT EDUCATION RECORDS 

 

Parents or eligible students may inspect and review education records to which they are entitled 

to have access upon request.  In some circumstances, it may be mutually more convenient for the 

record custodian to provide copies of records.  (See the schedule of fees for copies.) 
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Since a student’s records may be maintained in several locations, the school principal may offer 

to collect copies of records or the records themselves from locations other than a student’s 

school, so that they may be inspected at one site.  If parents and eligible students wish to inspect 

records where they are maintained, school principals accommodate their wishes. 

 

Parents or eligible students should submit to the student’s school principal a written request, 

which identifies as precisely as possible the record or records that he/she wishes to inspect. 

 

The principal (or other custodian) contacts the parent(s) of the student or the eligible student to 

discuss how access is best arranged (copies at the exact location or records brought to a single 

site). 

 

The principal (or other custodian) makes the needed arrangements as promptly as possible and 

notifies the parent(s) or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be 

inspected.  This procedure must be completed within 45 days or earlier after the receipt of the 

request for access. 

 

If for any valid reason, such as working hours, distance between record location sites or health, a 

parent(s) or eligible student cannot personally inspect and review a student’s education records, 

the District arranges for the parent(s) or eligible student to obtain copies of the records.  (See 

information below regarding fees for copies of records.) 

 

When records contain information about students other than a parent(s)’ child or the eligible 

student, the parent(s) or eligible student may not inspect and review the records of the other 

students. 

 

FEES FOR COPIES OF RECORDS 

 

The District does not deny parents or eligible students any rights to copies of records because of 

the following published fees.  When the fee represents an unusual hardship, it may be waived, in 

part or entirely, by the records custodian.  The District reserves the right to make a charge for 

copies, such as transcripts, which it forwards to potential employers or to colleges and 

universities for employment or admissions purposes.  The District may deny copies of records 

(except for those required by law) if the student has an unpaid financial obligation to the District. 

 

Federal law requires the District to provide copies of records for the following reasons: 

 

 1. when the refusal to provide copies effectively denies access to a parent(s) or eligible 

student; 

 

 2. at the request of the parent(s) or eligible student when the District has provided the 

records to third parties by the prior consent of the parent(s) or eligible student or 

 

 

5 of 15 

BOE:  10/17/16 

Exhibit:  E 

Page 33 of 43



File:  JO-R 

 

 

 3. at the request of the parent(s) or eligible student when the District has forwarded the 

records to another district in which the student seeks or intends to enroll. 

 

The fee for copies provided under Federal law may not include the costs for search and retrieval.  

This fee is     per page (actual copying cost less hardship factor). 

 

The fee for all other copies such as copies of records forwarded to third parties with prior 

consent or those provided to parents as a convenience is   _   per page (actual search, retrieval 

copying cost and postage, if any). 

 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

 

The District proposes to designate the following personally identifiable information contained in 

a student’s education record as “directory information”; it discloses that information without 

prior written consent, except that directory information is not released for a profit-making plan or 

activity.  Such information includes: 

 

 1. student’s name 

 

 2. student’s address 

 

 3. telephone number(s) 

 

 4. student’s date and place of birth 

 

 5. participation in officially recognized activities and sports 

 

 6. student’s achievement awards or honors 

 

 7. student’s weight and height, if a member of an athletic team 

 

 8. major field of study 

 

 9. dates of attendance (“from and to” dates of enrollment) 

 

 10. date of graduation 

 

Within the first three weeks of each school year, the District publishes the above list, or a revised 

list, of the items of directory information that it proposes to designate as directory information.  

For students enrolling after the notice is published, the list is given to the student’s parent(s) or to 

the eligible student at the time and place of enrollment. 
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After the parents or eligible students have been notified, they have two weeks in which to advise 

the District in writing (a letter to the Superintendent’s office) of any or all of the items which 

they refuse to permit the District to designate as directory information about that student. 

 

At the end of the two-week period, each student’s records are appropriately marked by the record 

custodians to indicate the items that the District designates as directory information about that 

student.  This designation remains in effect until it is modified by the written direction of the 

student’s parent(s) or the eligible student. 

 

USE OF STUDENT EDUCATION RECORDS 

 

To carry out their responsibilities, school officials have access to student education records for 

legitimate educational purposes.  The District uses the following criteria to determine who are 

school officials.  An official is a person: 

 

 1. duly elected to the Board; 

 

 2. certificated by the state and appointed by the Board to an administrative or supervisory 

position; 

 

 3. certificated by the state and under contract to the Board as an instructor; 

 

 4. employed by the Board as a temporary substitute for administrative, supervisory or 

teaching personnel for the period of his/her performance as a substitute; 

 

 5. employed by, or under contract to, the Board to perform a special task such as a 

secretary, a treasurer, Board attorney or auditor for the period of his/her performance as 

an employee or contractor or 

 

 6. a contractor, consultant, volunteer or other party to whom an agency or institution has 

outsourced institutional services or functions may be considered a school official 

provided that the outside party: 

 

 A. performs an institutional service or function for which the District would 

otherwise use employees; 

 

 B. is under the direct control of the District with respect to the use and maintenance 

of education records and 

 

 C. abides by the legal requirements governing the use and redisclosure of personally 

identifiable information from education records.  
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School officials who meet the criteria listed above have access to a student’s records if they have 

a legitimate educational interest in those records.  A “legitimate educational interest” is the 

person’s need to know in order to perform: 

 

 1. an administrative task required in the school employee’s position description approved 

by the Board; 

 

 2. a supervisory or instructional task directly related to the student’s education or 

 

 3. a service or benefit for the student or the student’s family such as health care, 

counseling, student job placement or student financial aid. 

 

NOTE:  The District must use reasonable methods to ensure that school officials obtain access to 

only those education records in which they have legitimate educational interests.  A district that 

does not use physical or technological access controls to records must ensure that its 

administrative policy for controlling access to education records is effective and that it remains 

in compliance with the legitimate educational interest requirement. 

 

The District releases information from or permits access to a student’s education records only 

with a parent’s or an eligible student’s prior written consent, except that the Superintendent or a 

person designated in writing by the Superintendent may permit disclosure under the following 

conditions: 

 

 1. when students seek or intend to enroll in another school district or a postsecondary 

school.  The District makes reasonable attempts to notify the parent or eligible student 

at their last known address unless the disclosure is initiated by the parent or eligible 

student or unless the District’s annual notification includes notice that the District 

forwards education records to other education entities that request records in connection 

with a student’s transfer or enrollment.  Upon request, the District provides copies of 

the records and an opportunity for a hearing (upon the condition that the student’s 

parents be notified of the transfer, receive a copy of the record and have an opportunity 

for a hearing to challenge the content of the record);  

 

 2. when certain federal and state officials need information in order to audit or enforce 

legal conditions related to federally supported education programs in the District; 

 

 3. when parties who provide, or may provide, financial aid for which a student has applied 

or received, need the information to: 

 

 A. establish the student’s eligibility for the aid; 

 

 B. determine the amount of financial aid; 
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 C. establish the conditions for the receipt of the financial aid or 

 

 D. enforce the agreement between the provider and the receiver of financial aid; 

 

 4. if a State law adopted before November 19, 1974, required certain specific items of 

information to be disclosed in personally identifiable form from student records to state 

or local officials; 

 

 5. when the District has entered into a written agreement or contract for an organization to 

conduct studies on the District’s behalf to develop tests, administer student aid or 

improve instruction; 

 

 6. when accrediting organizations need those records to carry out their accrediting 

functions; 

 

 7. when parents of eligible students claim the student as a dependent; 

 

 8. when it is necessary to comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; the 

District makes a reasonable effort to notify the student’s parent(s) or the eligible student 

before making a disclosure under this provision, except when a parent is party to a 

court proceeding involving child abuse or neglect or dependency, and the order is 

issued in the context of that proceeding; 

 

 9. if the disclosure is an item of directory information and the student’s parent(s) or the 

eligible student has not refused to allow the District to designate that item as directory 

information for that student; 

 

 10. the disclosure is in connection with a health and safety emergency;  

 

 11. the disclosure concerns sex offenders and other individuals required to register under 

section 170101 of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994,  

  42 U.S.C. 14071, and the information was provided to the educational agency or 

institution under 42 U.S.C. 14071 and applicable federal guidelines and 

 

 12. to an agency caseworker or other representative of a state or local child welfare agency 

when the agency is legally responsible for the care and protection of the child.  

Information obtained will not be disclosed by the agency to any other agency or 

individual, unless they are engaged in addressing the education needs of the child and 

authorized by the agency to have access and the disclosure is consistent with the State 

laws applicable to protecting the confidentiality of the student’s education records. 
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The District discloses personally identifiable information from an education record to 

appropriate parties, including parents, in connection with an emergency if knowledge of the 

information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals. 

 

When deciding whether to release personally identifiable information in a health or safety 

emergency, the District may take into account the totality of the circumstances pertaining to a 

threat to the health or safety of a student or other individuals.  If the District determines that there 

is an articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student or other individuals, it 

may disclose information from education records to any person whose knowledge of the 

information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals.  

 

The District records the following information when it discloses personally identifiable 

information from education records under the health or safety emergency exception: 

 

 1. the articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student or other 

individuals that formed the basis for the disclosure and 

 

 2. parties to whom the District disclosed the information.  

 

The District is required to permit the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) to have access to 

personally identifiable information about a student if ODE needs the information to: 

 

 1. notify the District or school attended in the District of threats or descriptions of harm 

included in the student’s response to an achievement test question; 

 

 2. verify the accuracy of the student’s achievement test score or 

 

 3. determine whether the student satisfies the alternative conditions for a high school 

diploma. 

 

District officials may release information from a student’s education records if the student’s 

parent(s) or the eligible student gives his/her prior written consent for the disclosure.  The written 

consent must include at least: 

 

 1. a specification of the records to be released; 

 

 2. the reasons for the disclosure; 

 

 3. the person or the organization or the class of persons or organizations to whom the 

disclosure is to be made; 

 

 4. the parent(s) or student’s signature and 

 

 5. the date of the consent and, if appropriate, a date when the consent is to be terminated. 
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The District uses reasonable methods to identify and authenticate the identity of parents, 

students, school officials and any other parties to whom the agency or institution discloses 

personally identifiable information from education records.  The student’s parent(s) or the 

eligible student may obtain a copy of any records disclosed under this provision. 

 

The District does not release information contained in a student’s education records, except 

directory information, to any third parties, except its own officials, unless those parties agree that 

the information is not redisclosed, without the parent(s)’ or eligible student’s prior written 

consent. 

 

RECORDS OF REQUESTS FOR ACCESS AND 

DISCLOSURES MADE FROM EDUCATION RECORDS 

 

The District maintains an accurate record of all requests for it to disclose information from, or to 

permit access to, a student’s education records and of information it discloses and access it 

permits, with some exceptions listed below.  This record is kept with, but is not a part of, each 

student’s cumulative school records.  It is available only to the record custodian, the eligible 

student, the parent(s) of the student or to federal, state or local officials for the purpose of 

auditing or enforcing federally supported educational programs. 

The record includes: 

 

 1. the name of the person who or agency which made the request; 

 

 2. the interest which the person or agency has in the information; 

 

 3. the date on which the person or agency made the request; 

 

 4. whether the request was granted and, if it was, the date access was permitted or the 

disclosure was made and 

 

 5. in the event of a health and safety emergency, the articulable and significant threat to 

the health or safety of a student or other individuals that formed the basis for the 

disclosure and the parties to whom the agency or institution disclosed the information. 

 

The District maintains this record as long as it maintains the student’s education record. 

 

The records do not include requests for access or information relative to access which has been 

granted to parent(s) of the student or to an eligible student; requests for access or access granted 

to officials of the District who have a legitimate educational interest in the student; requests for, 

or disclosures of, information contained in the student’s education records if the request is 

accompanied by the prior written consent of a parent(s) or eligible student or if the disclosure is 

authorized by such prior consent or for requests for, or disclosures of, directory information 

designated for that student. 
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PROCEDURES TO SEEK TO CORRECT EDUCATION RECORDS 

 

Parents of students or eligible students have a right to seek to change any part of the student’s 

records which they believe is inaccurate, misleading or in violation of student rights. 

 

For the purpose of outlining the procedure to seek to correct education records, the term 

“incorrect” is used to describe a record that is inaccurate, misleading or in violation of student 

rights.  The term “correct” is used to describe a record that is accurate, not misleading and not in 

violation of student rights.  Also, in this section, the term “requester” is used to describe the 

parent(s) of a student or the eligible student who is asking the District to correct a record. 

 

To establish an orderly process to review and correct the education records for a requester, the 

District may make a decision to comply with the request for change at several levels in the 

procedure. 

 

First-level decision.  When a parent of a student or an eligible student finds an item in the 

student’s education records that he/she believes is inaccurate, misleading or in violation of 

student rights, he/she should immediately ask the record custodian to correct it.  If the records are 

incorrect because of an obvious error and it is a simple matter to make the record change at this 

level, the records custodian makes the correction.  If the records are changed at this level, the 

method and result must satisfy the requester. 

 

If the custodian cannot change the records to the requester’s satisfaction, or the records do not 

appear to be obviously incorrect, he/she: 

 

 1. provides the requester a copy of the questioned records at no cost; 

 

 2. asks the requester to initiate a written request for the change and  

 

 3. follows the procedure for a second-level decision. 

 

Second-level decision.  The written requests to correct a student’s education records through the 

procedure at this level should specify the correction that the requester wishes the District to 

make.  It should at least identify the item the requester believes is incorrect and state whether 

he/she believes the item: 

 

 1. is inaccurate and why; 

 

 2. is misleading and why and/or 

 

 3. violates student rights and why. 

 

The request is dated and signed by the requester. 
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Within two weeks after the records custodian receives a written request, he/she: 

 

 1. studies the request;  

 

 2. discusses it with other school officials (the person who made the record or those who 

may have a professional concern about the District’s response to the request); 

 

 3. makes a decision to comply or decline to comply with the request and  

 

 4. completes the appropriate steps to notify the requester or moves the request to the next 

level for a decision. 

     

If, as a result of this review and discussion, the records custodian decides the records should be 

corrected, he/she effects the change and notifies the requester in writing that he/she has made the 

change.  Each such notice includes an invitation for the requester to inspect and review the 

student’s education records to make certain that the records are in order and the correction is 

satisfactory. 

 

If the custodian decides the records are correct, he/she makes a written summary of any 

discussions with other officials and of his/her findings in the matter.  He/She transmits this 

summary and a copy of the written request to the Superintendent. 

 

Third-level decision.  The Superintendent reviews the material provided by the records custodian 

and, if necessary, discusses the matter with other officials such as the school attorney or the 

Board (in executive session).  He/She then makes a decision concerning the request and 

completes the steps at this decision level.  Ordinarily, this level of the procedure should be 

completed within two weeks.  If it takes longer, the Superintendent notifies the requester in 

writing of the reasons for the delay and indicates a date on which the decision will be made. 

 

If the Superintendent decides the records are incorrect and should be changed, he/she advises the 

record custodian to make the changes.  The record custodian advises the requester of the change 

as he/she would if the change had been made at the second level. 

 

If the Superintendent decides the records are correct, he/she prepares a letter to the requester, 

which includes: 

 

 1. the District’s decision that the records are correct and the basis for the decision; 

 

 2. a notice to the requester that he/she has a right to ask for a hearing to present evidence 

that the records are incorrect and that the District grants such a hearing; 

 

 3. advice that the requester may be represented or assisted in the hearing by other parties, 

including an attorney at the requester’s expense and 
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 4. instructions for the requester to contact the Superintendent or his/her designee to 

discuss acceptable hearing officers, convenient times and a satisfactory site for the 

hearing.  (The District is not bound by the requester’s positions on these items but may, 

as far as feasible, arrange the hearing as the requester wishes.) 

 

Fourth-level decision.  After the requester has submitted (orally or in writing) his/her wishes 

concerning the hearing officer, the time and place for the hearing, the Superintendent, within a 

week, notifies the requester when and where the District will hold the hearing and whom it has 

designated as the hearing officer. 

 

At the hearing, the hearing officer provides the requester a full and reasonable opportunity to 

present material evidence and testimony to demonstrate that the questioned part of the student’s 

education records are incorrect as shown in the requester’s written request for a change in the 

records (second level). 

 

Within one week after the hearing, the hearing officer submits to the Superintendent a written 

summary of the evidence submitted at the hearing.  Together with the summary, the hearing 

officer submits his/her recommendation, based solely on the evidence presented at the hearing, 

that the records should be changed or remain unchanged. 

 

The Superintendent prepares the District’s decision within two weeks of the hearing.  That 

decision is based on the summary of the evidence presented at the hearing and the hearing 

officer’s recommendation.  The District’s decision is based solely on the evidence presented at 

the hearing.  The Superintendent may overrule the hearing officer if he/she believes the hearing 

officer’s recommendation is not consistent with the evidence presented.  As a result of the 

District’s decision, the Superintendent takes one of the following actions. 

 

 1. If the decision is that the District changes the records, the Superintendent instructs the 

records custodian to correct the records.  The records custodian corrects the records and 

notifies the requester as in the context of the second-level decision. 

 

 2. If the decision is that the District does not change the records, the Superintendent 

prepares a written notice to the requester, which includes: 

 

 A. the District’s decision that the records are correct and will not be changed; 

 

 B. a copy of a summary of the evidence presented at the hearing and a written 

statement of the reasons for the District’s decision and 

 

 C. advice to the requester that he/she may place in the student’s education records an 

explanatory statement that states the reasons why he/she disagrees with the 

District’s decision and/or the reasons he/she believes the records are incorrect. 
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Final administrative step in the procedure.  When the District receives an explanatory statement 

from a requester after a hearing, it maintains that statement as part of the student’s education 

records as long as it maintains the questioned part of the records.  The statement is attached to 

the questioned part of the records and whenever the questioned part of the records is disclosed, 

the explanatory statement is also disclosed. 

 

 

(Approval date:) 
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